
Our organic New Year’s resolution: Aspirations for the organic sector

The organic sector is a growing and complex one that requires particular tools and support to sustain its 
growth. Over 2016, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) conducted a national consultation process with 
the agricultural sector to poll the merits of the existing agricultural policy framework governing the sector 
(Growing Forward 2) and to gather recommendations for the next framework that will come to replace it. 
Consultations with the industry were used to gather recommendations on policies and programs that will 
ensure that Canadian agriculture continues to thrive as it adapts to new research, environmental challenges, 
and consumer trends. COTA held our own consultations with members to ensure these same 
recommendations were included on behalf of the organic industry.  This process will help to inform the 
Government of Canada’s Next Agricultural Policy Framework—a set of policies and programs that will guide 
Canadian agriculture from 2018 to 2023.
 
Last month, COTA submitted a joint report to AAFC presenting the various needs and priorities we would like to 
see addressed in the Next Agricultural Policy Framework.  These include strong asks on organic data, transition 
and knowledge transfer services, incentives for environmental production practices, and stable funding to 
maintain the Canadian Organic Standards. You can find the full report and further detail here.
 
Looking ahead to 2017 and to the future direction of organic, COTA hopes to engage members in all areas of 
our work and put forward a united voice for the sector in Canada.  In the coming months, we will announce the 
creation of several issue-specific Organic Task Forces with COTA members. We will also be hosting a series of 
events and programming to advance the organic agenda.  We encourage you to participate! We believe 
strongly that COTA members need to have an active say in our work—it’s with your collaboration that we 
continue to move the needle for organic in Canada.
 
We look forward to an eventful and industrious 2017 with each of you!
 
Best regards from our team to yours,
 
-       Canada Organic Trade Association

https://ota.com/sites/default/files/NAPF%20Organic%20Sector%20Dec%205%5B3%5D.pdf

