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October 7, 2014 
 
Ms. Michelle Arsenault 
National Organic Standards Board 
USDA-AMS-NOP 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 2648-So., Ag Stop 0268 
Washington, DC 20250-0268 
 
Docket: AMS-NOP-14-0063 
 
RE: Livestock Subcommittee – Livestock Vaccines Made with Excluded Methods 
 
Dear Ms. Arsenault: 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment on the Livestock Subcommittee’s (LS) proposal regarding 
livestock vaccines made with excluded methods (MWEM). In this proposal, LS outlines the history and 
regulatory references for livestock vaccine MWEM under the USDA organic regulations as well as provides a 
clear overview of the advancements in design and manufacture of livestock vaccines. The proposal requests 
NOP to consider the information that LS has collected on this important topic, and provide clear guidance to 
NOSB, certifiers, and MROs on the use of vaccine MWEM in organic livestock production.  
 
In summary, the Organic Trade Association (OTA)1 agrees that the prohibition on excluded methods in organic 
production must be affirmed by appropriate guidance on avoiding excluded methods in all aspects of the 
organic industry, including livestock vaccines.  The proposal provides clear background on the issue of 
livestock vaccines MWEM and should support NOP’s development of a comprehensive approach to preventing 
the presence of all GMOs in certified organic products. 
 
Importance and Implications 
Organic livestock producers’ preventative healthcare plans rely heavily on the use of vaccines to avoid the need 
for unapproved livestock medications and antibiotics. Additionally, some vaccines are required by federal or 
state mandate, and organic producers are not exempt from these requirements. We recognize the importance of 
vaccines to the success of organic livestock operations and that these operations may be subject to federal or 
state mandated vaccination schedules.  We encourage guidance that will allow producers to avoid excluded 
methods in their production while implementing an adequate preventative healthcare plan and complying with 
regional mandatory vaccination schedules. 
 
                                                
1 OTA is the membership-based business association for organic agriculture and products in North America. OTA is the 
leading voice for the organic trade in the United States, representing organic businesses across 49 states. Its members 
include growers, shippers, processors, certifiers, farmers’ associations, distributors, importers, exporters, consultants, 
retailers and others. OTA’s Board of Directors is democratically elected by its members. OTA's mission is to promote and 
protect the growth of organic trade to benefit the environment, farmers, the public and the economy.  
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Providing Quality Recommendations to NOP 
The proposal on livestock vaccines MWEM provides the most comprehensive overview of this issue available 
in one document. Providing this caliber of review to NOP is critical in developing relevant guidance for organic 
producers. Avoiding GMOs in all aspects of organic production is required by USDA organic regulations, but 
how to accomplish this in the diversity of inputs used on organic operations can be unclear for producers, and 
enforcement of this standard can be inconsistently verified among certifiers. Background to NOP on GMO 
prevention must accurately frame the issue and provide realistic solutions for certified organic operations. We 
cannot stress the importance of NOSB’s thorough review of GMO issues enough, as NOP undertakes 
development of guidance that adequately addresses GMO contamination prevention in organic production. 
NOSB should strive to provide the same level of quality and thoroughness in all of its recommendations on 
GMO contamination prevention as the LS has accomplished in its proposal on livestock vaccines MWEM. 
 
Accurate Definitions and Thorough Background 
OTA provides comment on NOSB’s discussion document on the definition of excluded methods under USDA 
organic regulations. In these comments, we support the ongoing refinement of the definition of excluded 
methods and raise the issues inherent with GMO testing under NOP. The LS proposal on livestock vaccines 
MWEM is an essential element of NOSB’s work on ensuring GMOs are not part of organic production. 
Building upon an updated and well-founded definition of excluded methods, NOSB’s well-researched 
recommendations to NOP in the following areas will ensure continued confidence in organic systems.  
 

• Livestock Vaccines MWEM 
• GMO testing guidance for certifiers 
• GMO contamination avoidance for organic producers and handlers 
• Seed purity standards for non-organic seeds used on organic farms 

 
This is not a comprehensive list of all issues facing the organic industry as it continues to verify that excluded 
methods are not used in organic products. However, these topics cover the most significant sources of potential 
GMO contamination, and we urge collaboration between NOSB subcommittees, board members, the organic 
sector, regulators, and researchers in developing the background and recommendations NOP needs to issue 
practical guidance on the vast topic of excluded methods and GMO contamination avoidance. 
 
On behalf of our members across the supply chain and the country, OTA applauds LS in setting the bar high in 
the review of GMO contamination prevention issues in its proposal on livestock vaccines MWEM. NOSB 
should strive to develop the same caliber of review as it approaches each control point critical in the effort to 
guarantee that all organic products are produced without the use of excluded methods. 
 
OTA thanks NOSB for the opportunity to comment and for your commitment to furthering organic agriculture. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Nathaniel Lewis 
Senior Crops and Livestock Specialist 
Organic Trade Association (OTA) 
 
CC: Laura Batcha, Executive Director and CEO, Organic Trade Association 


